
Proposals
for

Artist in Residency



Art Activities: 

• Themed project

• Murals (indoor/outdoor/vinyl banners)

• Self / Famous Deaf Portrait

• Affirmation / Resistance project based 
on Deaf experience

• Hand Tree Murals



Art Activities: Themed project: School History



Art Activities: Themed project: School History

The	students	used	red,	yellow,	blue,	light	blue,	black	and	
white	colors,	using	Rourkeism style.	When	all	48	canvas	
boards	were	done,	art	teacher	Scotty	Zwicker and	
woodman	Ray,	placed	together	a	4	ft by	8	ft plywood	
and	2	by	4	studs,	to	make	a	huge	frame,	and	painted	
black	all	around.	Until	it	was	dried,	elementary	art	
teacher	Amanda	Leccese helped	Nancy	Rourke	glued	
and	nailed	all	canvas	boards	onto	the	frame.	It	is	now	
hung	up	in	the	elementary	building.



Art Activities: Murals: to celebrate School History

The	students	used	red,	yellow,	blue,	light	blue,	black	and	
white	colors,	using	Rourkeism style.	We	did	four	murals	
size	4	ft by	8	ft.	This	was	a	2	½	weeks	project.	The	murals
were	hung	on	the	wall	at	the	Alumnus	Hall	at	Indiana	
School	for	the	Deaf.



Art Activities: Murals: School History & ASL

The	students	painted	the	mural	with	Nancy	Rourke	by	
following	the	“paint	by	number.”	This	was	a	two-week	
project,	for	an	outdoor	mural,	using	latex	paint	with	
Rourkeism colours.	The	outlines	were	done	by	using	an	
old	overhead	project	at	night	prior	to	school	days.

California	School	for	the	Deaf,	Fremont



Art Activities: Famous Deaf Portraits

The	students	did	their	sketches	and	traced	the	outline	
onto	a	large	canvas	and	use	Rourkeism colours to	paint.
They	picked	a	famous	Deaf	person	to	whom	they	are	
inspired	by	and	why.	When	paintings	were	done,	they	
did	a	show	and	share.

Indiana	School	for	the	Deaf,	Mississippi	School	for	the	Deaf	&	Phoenix	Day	School	for	the	Deaf



Art Activities: Affirmation / Resistance project based on Deaf experience

The	high	school	students	studied	on	their	own	identity
and	made	art	that	were	affirmative	and	resistance	art	
based	on	their	Deaf	experience,	using	Rourkeism
colours.	They	studied	on	how	to	work	with	Rourkeism,	
where	colours were	opposed	to	each	other.



Art Activities: Affirmation project based on Deaf experience

The	elementary	students	studied	on	their	own	identity
and	made	art	that	were	affirmative	theme,	based	on	
their	Deaf	experience,	using	Rourkeism colours.	They	
studied	on	how	to	work	with	Rourkeism,	where	colours
were	opposed	to	each	other.



Art Activities: Hand Forest / Hand Tree Murals 

These	works	were	done	from	Pre-K,	Kindergartens	
through	Middle	schools.	The	students	traced	their	own	
hands	and	made	them	like	forest.	Faculties	finished	
painting	the	background	black	to	help	the	Rourkeism
colours to	pop	out.



Rourkeism, which is an art style used by 
De’VIA Surdist Nancy Rourke, where she only 
uses shades of primary colors: Red, yellow, blue 
and black and white has its own meanings.



Grade Levels:

• Pre-K 
• K-3, Elementary 4-6 
• Middle School 7-8
• High School 9-12
• College level 
• Community
• Special Projects (commissioned works)



Proposals:
m

• Elective art courses- main focus: to study 
Rourkeism. 

• Deaf studies courses to research and study 
De’VIA artist / Rourkeism. 

• Package project for entire school (2-4 weeks)
(permanent collection, art show, mentoring, 
workshops, etc.) 

• Permanent Collection project (mural, large 
scaled paintings for library, lobby, cafeteria)

• Special project that focuses on what school 
needs (trauma therapy, bullying, audism) 

• Videophone Presentation 
• Commissioned Videos



Proposals: (con’t)

• Artist first asks for the residency date and 
• for how long.
• Secondly, Art teacher and Artist negotiate on 

what project to work on.
• Third, budget and Artist’s honorarium.
• Then Artist makes the agreement form and 

the proposal with a list of supplies and total 
expenses.

• The planning for the residency usually takes 
from 3 months to 3 years.



Community Project: 

• Non-profit organizations
• Retreats
• Paint and Sip
• Paint with Kids 
• Activities at festivals 
• Exhibition booths



Thank	you

Nancy	Rourke	©	2018


